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interested, obligingly forced back the crowd and kept
the view open for me; and finally the ubiquitous news-
paper reporter spotted the unwonted spectacle and sped
towards me with notebook and pencil ready. This
finished my seance. The reporters, snuffing a 'story/
demanded my name and were immensely interested to
learn that I was a member of 'Hank Irving's troupe/
A description of the work I was engaged upon was then
requested, and the next morning, to my amazement,
head-lines in the newspapers gave a graphic and sensa-
tional account of the whole proceeding, and announced
that I was engaged upon a series of pictures represent-
ing the principal thoroughfares throughout the States
for exhibition upon my return to London!
But the inexhaustible subject for my pencil was
Irving himself. I never tired of watching that face, so
inscrutable in repose, yet capable of expressing so
infinite a variety of emotions. His was an utterly
fascinating personality for the painter, and I have often
wondered who could have been his remote ancestors.
Wheace did he derive that Oriental impassivity, that
air of infinite leisure and composed power which so well
became the mien of those austere prelates in which
he excelled; that skin like old alabaster, that inflexible
upper lip and jaw ? Of his immediate forbears we know;
but, could we trace back his lineage some three hundred
years, might we not come upon some lofty Spanish Don
who perhaps accompanied Philip's ill-fated Armada?
Many such were wrecked upon the rocks of Cornwall
and, settling among the early British remnants there,
had tinged the Cornish blood with that of the Hispano-
Mauresque ? I think of all the portraits etched, painted
or drawn of Irving none caught him so well as those of
my old friend, Sir Bernard Partridge. The character-
istics I have tried to define above were never better
conveyed than in his lithograph of " Irving at Rehearsal,"
a copy of which was given to me by Lady Dickens.
Bernard Partridge had a positive 'flair' for catching
the unique muscular action which was peculiarly